wm 


"^5:^.^, 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-S) 


^/ 


-l^ 


4^^ 
^f^^ 

^ 


0 


\m 


1.0 


I.I 


_^    125 

2f  i2g  •■■■ 

Ki 

la 


6" 


vV^ 


'/ 


Photographic 

^Sciences 

Corporation 


23  WBT  MAIN  STRUT 

WI1STIR,N.Y.  14SM 

(7t«)«72-4M3 


'^ 


'4 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHIVI/ICIVIH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Instituta  for  Historical  IMicroraproductions  /  inatitut  Canadian  da  microraproductions  historiquaa 


Ttohnteal  and  BiMiographie  NotM/NotM  tachniquM  at  l^Pbliographiquaa 


Tl 
to 


Tha  Inatituta  haa  attamptad  to  obtain  tha  baat 
original  «opy  availalila  for  filming.  Faaturaa  of  tliia 
copy  whicii  may  ba  bibliograpliicaily  uniqua, 
which  may  altar  any  of  tha  imagaa  in  tha 
raproduetion,  or  which  may  aignifieantly  changa 
tlM  uauai  mathod  of  filming,  ara  chackad  balow. 


D 


D 
D 


D 


Colourad  oovara/ 
Couvartura  da  eoulaur 


r~~|   Covara  damagad/ 


Couvartura  andommagAa 

Covara  roatorad  and/or  iaminatad/ 
Couvartura  raataurAa  at/ou  pailicul4a 

Covar  titia  miasing/ 

La  titra  da  couvartura  manqua 

Colourad  mapa/ 

Cartaa  gtegraphiquaa  an  couiaur 

Colourad  inic  (l.a.  othar  than  blua  or  bi 

Encra  da  couiaur  (l.a.  autra  qua  biaua  ou  noira) 

Colourad  plataa  and/or  iiluatrationa/ 
Ptanchaa  at/ou  iiluatrationa  an  couiaur 


Bound  with  othar  matarial/ 
RaliA  avac  d'autraa  documanta 


Tight  binding  may  cauaa  ahadowa  or  diatortion 
along  intarior  margin/ 

Laraiiura  aarr*a  paut  cauaar  da  I'ombra  ou  do  la 
diatortion  la  long  da  la  marga  intiriaura 

Bla«:k  iaavaa  addad  during  raatoration  may 
appaar  within  tha  taxt.  Whanavar  poaaibia,  thaaa 
hava  baan  omittad  from  filming/ 
11  aa  paut  qua  cartainaa  pagaa  blanohaa  afouttaa 
lora  d'una  raatauration  apparaiaaant  dana  la  taxta, 
maia,  loraqua  cala  Atait  poaaibia,  caa  pagaa  n'ont 
paa  M  flimAaa. 


L'inatitut  a  microfiimA  la  maillaur  axampiaira 
qu'il  lul  a  it4  poaaibia  da  aa  procurer.  Laa  dftaila 
da  cat  axampiaira  qui  aont  paut<Atra  uniquaa  du 
poiitt  da  vua  bibiiographiqua,  quf  pauvant  modif lar 
una  imaga  raproduita,  ou  qui  pauvant  axigar  una 
modification  dana  la  m4thoda  normala  da  filmaga 
aont  indiquAa  d- 


D 
D 
CZ] 

□ 

D 
D 
D 


D 


Colourad  pagaa/ 
Pagaa  da  couiaur 

Pagaa  damagad/ 
Pagaa  Oiidommagtea 

Pagaa  raatorad  and/or  Iaminatad/ 
Pagaa  raataurioa  at/ou  paiiiculAaa 

Pagaa  dlacoiourad,  atalnad  or  foxad/ 
Pagaa  dteoiortes,  tachattea  ou  piquAaa 

Pagaa  datachad/ 
Pagaa  d4tach4«i 

8ho¥Vthrough/ 
Tranapttranca 

Quality  of  print  variaa/ 
Qualiti  in4gal«  da  I'impraaaion 

Inciudaa  aupplamantary  matarial/ 
Comprand  du  matirid  auppiiSmantaira 

Only  adMon  availabia/ 
Sauia  Mitian  diaponlbl* 

Pagaa  wholly  or  partially  obacurad  by  arrata 
alipa,  tiaauaa,  ate,  hava  baan  rafilmad  to 
anaura  tha  baat  poaaibia  imaga/ 
Laa  pagaa  totaiamant  ou  partiailamant 
obacurclaa  par  un  faulilat  d'arrata,  una  paiura, 
ate,  ont  At*  filmAaa  i  nouvaau  da  fa^on  A 
obtanir  la  maillaura  imaga  poaalMa. 


Tl 

P< 

o1 
fli 


O 

bi 
t^ 
•i 
ol 
fii 
ai 
oi 


Tl 
al 
Tl 
w 

M 
di 
ai 
bi 
rii 
r« 
m 


Additional  commanta:/ 
Commantalraa  aupplAmantairaa: 


THIt  page  bound  in  lut  in  pampMct 


Thia  itam  la  filmad  at  tha  raduetion  ratio  oliaolcad  ImIow/ 

Ca  documant  aa<c  f UmA  au  taux  da  rAduetion  IndlquA  ci-daaaoua. 


10X 

14X 

18X 

22X 

20X 

33X 

1 

y 

3 

12X 

lix 

abx 

a«x 

aix 

«X 

TiM  copy  fllmad  her*  has  bscn  raproducMl  thanks 
to  tho  gonoroolty  of: 

Ubrory  of  tho  Public 
Archivoc  of  Canada 


L'axamplaira  film4  f ut  roproduit  grica  A  la 
g4ii4ro8lti  da: 

La  bIbllothAqua  daa  Archives 
publiquM  du  Canada 


Tho  imagaa  appaaring  hara  ara  tha  boat  (yuality 
possiblo  consMoring  tho  condition  and  iagiblNty 
of  tha  original  copy  and  in  Icaoning  with  tha 
filming  contract  •paciflcationa. 


Original  copSoa  in  printed  papar  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  lest  page  ¥vlth  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, or  the  becic  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  originel  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impree- 
sion,  and  ending  on  the  lest  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustiated  impression. 


The  lest  recorded  freme  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  /w  symbol  — ^>  (meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"}, or  the  symbol  ▼  (meaning  "Ei^D"). 
whichever  applies. 


Les  imeges  suhrsntes  ont  4t*  reproduites  aveo  le 
plus  grsnd  soin.  compte  tenu  do  la  condition  at 
da  la  nettet*  do  i'exempleire  film*,  et  en 
conformM  evec  les  conditions  du  contrat  da 
fllmage. 

Lee  exempleires  orfgineux  dont  le  couverture  en 
pepier  est  ImprimAe  sent  filn<4s  en  commen9ant 
par  la  premier  plot  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
darnlAro  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impreasion  ou  d'iilustratlon,  soit  par  le  second 
plat,  salon  le  ces.  Tous  les  autres  exempleires 
origineux  sent  fiimils  en  eommen^ant  par  la 
premiere  pege  qui  comporte  une  empreintj 
d'Impresslon  ou  d'illustretlon  et  en  terminant  par 
la  damlAro  pege  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 

IJn  dee  symboles  suivants  apparaftra  sur  la 
darnlAre  Imege  do  cheque  microfiche,  selon  lo 
ces:  le  symbole  — »>  signifie  "A  SUIVRE",  le 
symbole  ▼  signifie  "FIN". 


Meps,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  Included  !n  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  comer,  left  to 
right  end  top  to  bottom,  es  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diegrams  Illustrate  the 
method: 


Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc..  peuvent  Atre 
fllmte  A  des  taux  da  riduction  diff Arents. 
LorM|ue  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  Atre 
roproduit  en  un  soul  clichA.  11  est  filmA  A  partir 
da  Tangle  supArieur  gauche,  do  gauche  A  droite. 
et  do  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'images  nAcesselre.  Les  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrenf  le  mAthode. 


1  2  3 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

if 


^1 


tmm>i%i 


i^~"  ' 


% 


S 

I 
I 

I 


t 


i  V-':  J 


QQ 

Ps 
P* 


srf 
a 

g 


0) 


i 


f 


5  2-5 


^4 


Papers  relating  to  the  Conferences  which  have 
taken  place  between  Her  Majesty's  Government 
and  a  Deputation  from  the  Executive  Council 

_.  of  Canada,  appointed  to  confer  with  Her 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  subject  of  the 
Defence  of  the  Province. 


/ 


Copy. 
Canada. 

No.  14. 
My  Lord, 


Downing  Street, 

21st  January,  1865. 


■/  . . 


t^v:!v.    .     I    1,    .1 


Her  Majesty's  Government  are  unwilling,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, to  press  upon  the  Government  of  Canada  any  decision  which  can 
with  prudence  be  postponed  upon  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  to  the 
future  welfare  of  the  British  North  American  Provinces,  as  the  subject  of 
the  defence  of  Canada.  They  are  sensible  cf  the  considerations  which 
render  it  expedient  to  wait  for  such  a  decision,  until  some  farther  progress 
shall  have  been  made  in  the  discussion  of  the  proposal  for  the  Union  of 
those  Provinces,  and  until  it  shall  have  been  ascertained  whether  the  ques- 
tion is  to  be  considered  by  the  Ministers  of  ^he  United  British  North  Ame- 
rican Provinces,  or  by  the  Ministers  of  Canada  alone. 

But  without  anticipating  that  any  causes  of  differences  are  likely  to 
.  disturb  our  present  friendly  relations  with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  they  think  it  necessaiy  to  bear  in  mind  the  vast  accession  which  ka» 
recently  been  made,  and  sillf  continues  to  be  made,  to  the  military  Forces 
of  that  powerful  country.  They  cannot  forget  the  very  small  proportion 
which  the  numerical  strength  of  British  Troops  on  the  North  American 
Continent  bears  to  the  Force  which  might  at  any  moment  be  brought  into 
the  field  against  them.  It  would  be  a  cause  of  just  reproach  against  the 
British  Government  if  those  Troops  were  suffered  to  remain  in  a  position 
which,  on  the  outbreak  of  war,  they  might  not  be  able  to  hold  until  the 
military  and  naval  resources  of  the  Country  could  be  made  available  for 
their  support. 

These  considerations  seem  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  render  it 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  defences  oi  Quebec  should  be  materially 
•tirengthened  and  without  delay.  They  intend,  therefore,  on  their  own 
part  to  include  in  the  Estimates  of  the  present  year  a  vote  for  improving; 
the  defences  of  Quebec. 


/  -5;^  V-f 
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The  proposed  defences  at  Montreal  are  so  important  to  the  general 
anfAty  of  the  Province,  and  to  the  maintenance  of  the  communication 
between  the  Districts  West  of  Montreal,  and  the  naval  and  military  power 
of  the  Mother  country,  that  Her  Majesty^  Oovemment  trust  that  they  may 
look  with  confidence  to  the  Government  of  Canada  for  the  immediate  con- 
struction of  these  Works. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  will  be  prepared  to  provide  the  armaments 
for  the  Works  at  Montreal  at  well  as  for  those  at  Quebec. 

I  have  &c., 
(Signed)  EDWARD  CARD  WELL. 


(Enclosure  in  No.  1.) 

Copt  of  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Honourable  the  Executive  Council, 
approved  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  on  the  ^4th  March, 
1866. 

The  Committee  respectfully  recommend  that  four  members  of  Tour 
Excellency's  Council  do  proceed  to  England  to  confer  with  Her  Majesty's 
Government : 

1st.  Upon  the  proposed  Confederation  of  the  British  Xorth  American 
Provinces,  and  the  means  whereby  it  can  be  most  speedilj'  effected  : 

2nd.  Upon  the  arrangements  necessary  for  the  Defence  of  Canada,  in 
the  event  of  war  arising  with  the  United  States,  and  the  extent  to  which 
the  suae  should  be  (^aied  between  Gzeal  Britain  and  Canada : 


Srdk  Upon  thet  steps  to  be  taken  wll;h  reifecence  to  the^  Reciprocity 
Timity,  and  the  rigttts  oeoirrBed  lUy  it  «fp«n  the  tTalua  States  : 

^h.  'UpQA/th^  fiprfangein;^ts  nepe«fiafy"for  the  settlement  of  the  NbrUi- 
Wet^'Terrifory*  and  Hodstm'a  Bay  Company's  claims : 

6lfa.  Aitd)jgwefalJ^,  upcq^  die  exiting  critical  state  of  afiaiis'by  w^ibfa 
Cadadiau  ia  most  aeiioosly  aieeted. 

The  Committee  further  recommend  that  the  following  membeBBi  of 
Council  be  named  to  form  the  Delegation,  viz. :  Messrs.  Macdonald, 
Cwtkfi  <Brow%  «Ad  Gait 
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To  His  £xoellency    the    Bight    Honorable    Viscount    Monok, 
Cbvernor  General  of  British  North  America,  &c.,  &c. 

May  it  please  Yowr  Mccellency — 

The  updersigned  having,  by  Order  in  Council  of  24th  March,  1865, 
been  appointed  a  Committee  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Canada  to  pro- 
ceed to  Enffland  and  confer  with  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  certain 
subjects  of  importance  to  the  Province,  sailed  for  England  in  April  last ; 
and  having  discharged  the  duty  entrusted  to  them  and  returned  to  Canada, 
we  now  beg  to  submit  for  Your  Excellency's  information,  a  statement  of 
our  proceedings  while  in  London. 

The  circumstances  under  which  this  mission  became  necessary,  are 

doubtless  fresh  in  Your  Excellency's  recollection.     For  a  considerable 

time  past,  in  view  of  the  Civil  War  going  on  in  the  United  States,  and  the 

impossibility  of  anticipating  what  international  questions  might  at  any  mo- 

f  ment  arise,  Her  Majesty's  Government  felt  it  their  duty  from  time  to  time  to 

direottheattentionofthe  Government  of  Canada  to  the  insecure  positioned  the 

Province  in  the  event  of  disturbed  relations  unhappily  resulting,  and  to  ui^ 

'the  adoptirai  of  protective  measures.     In  these  communications  it  was  not 

concealed  that  Her  Msyesty's  Government  expected  the  people  of  Canada . 

to  assume  more  onerous  military  duties  than  they   had  previously  bonie. 

Your  Excellency's  Advisers  were  always  prepared  frankly  to  consider  these 

proposals^  and  to  submit  for  the   approval  ot  Parliament  such  measures  as 

-might  be  found  just  and  reasonable.     But  they  felt  at  the  same  time  that 

ta  secure  the  hearty  assent  of  Parliament  and  the  country  for  any  important 

etwuiges  in  the  military  relations  between  the  Parent  State  and  the  Colony, 

.an  explanation  on  the  whole  subject  should  first  be  had,   so  that  a 

holear  understanding  as  to  the  share  of  defence  to  be  borne  by  each 

.might  be  arrivied  at,  and  all  gn^nd  of  irritating  and  hurtful  reproach  {or 

alleged  neglect  of  duty  by  the,  Celcny,  entirely  removed.    In  view  also  of 

the  anticipated  early  union  of  all  tb»  British  Nprth  American  Colonies: — 

;  ao-  well  calcnlsited  to  simplify  the  system  of  defence — the  Government  of 

^iGa^ada  deemed  it  highly  desirable  that  thei  settlement  of  thi»  important 

;j^vestionsbeuld  be,  reserved  for  tbe  action  of  the  Govenunent  and  £«^|a- 

1  lure  of  the;  new  Confederation.     Her  J^ajesty 's .  Government ,  concurred  in 

vin^tese  views. 

In  the.j^arly  part  of  this  year,  bowev.er,.events  occurred  that  chaiieed 

^the  si^u^l^  oiT^iiiairs.  The  cc)nfei»nce  at  Fortress  Monroe  forthecessauon 

iipf  jiiosi^Ws,  l)ie  d^turh^UPu:eua^<^  the  imposition  of 

the  PasspoiEt  .^ateint  the.  notice,  given,  by  the  American  Govemment  for  a 
(teiNpoinat]/^  of  the  conyention  ^i^ictin^  the  Si»yal  Armament  on  the 
^akes  ,and  iad|i;9r  eveuts  te^ejd  to  revive. and  deepen  the  feeling' of 
ffpageopxity  ;  ana  Her  ,A((aj|SSty'a  Oovenmient  uigecL  the  toune^jate  erection 
.^  of  pennanent  works  of  qefence,  at  iC^ebec  ^na  Mon^treal^r'the  cost  6(  jthe 
.l^ppner  to  be  home  1^  ,|the  ,InU)«rial  Treasury,  and  of  the  latt^hy  |^e 
-j^eople  of,  Canada.    ITonr  E;xcell9Bpy^s  Aclvif^^  were  .  vjuoei  anxious.  ^  to 

rWeiBt  the  win^ea  of  .Her  M4es^*s  (qlovewiiment,  bnt  t^iey  cojaUi  not  feel  it 
1  * 


their  duty  to  propose  to  Parliament  a  vote  for  defensive  works  at  Montreal 
while  the  deience  of  Upper  Canada,  on  land  and  on  the  lakes,  was  unpro- 
vided for.  The  position  of  aflfairs  was  further  complicated  fay  the  result  of 
the  Mew  Brunswick  elections,  which  postponed,  at  least  for  a  time,  the 
union  of  the  Provinces — and  by  the  formal  notice  given  bv  the  American 
Government  for  the  termination,  in  March  next,  of  Uie  Reciprocity  Treaty. 
It  became  evident  that  the  time  had  arrived  and  could  no  longer  be  post- 
poned, foY  a  full  and  frank  explanation  with  Her  Majesty's  Government  on 
the  whole  state  of  affairs  ;  and  with  that  view  an  immediate  mission  to 
England,  with  your  Excellency's  assent,  was  resolved  upon.  The  state  of 
the  case  was  forthwith  communicated  to  the  Legislative  Council  and 
Assembly,  which  were  then  in  session  ;  and  Parliament  was  shortly  after 
prorogued  on  the  understanding  that  it  would  be  summoned  to  leam  the 
result  of  the  negociations  and  complete  the  business  of  the  session,  so  soon 
as  the  delegates  returned  from  Great  Britain. 

On  arriving  in  England  we  lost  no  time  in  placing  ourselves  in  commu- 
nication with  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  ;  and  a 
committee  of  the  Imperial  Cabinet,  consisting  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Somerset,  the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  De  Grey  and  Ripon,  the  Right 
Honorable  Wm.  E.  Gladstone,  and  the  Right  Honorable  Edward  Card- 
well,  having  been  appointed  to  confer  with  us,  negociations  were  opened 
and  continued  at  frequent  interviews,  up  to  the  close  of  our  mission. 

The  subject  to  which  we  first  invited  the  attention  of  the  Conference 
was  the  proposed  Confederation  of  the  British  North  American  Colonies. 
We  reminded  the  Imperial  Ministers  how  largely  all  the  questions,  with 
the  discussion  of  which  we  were  charged — and  especially  those  of  defence. 
Foreign  Commercial  relations,  and  internal  communication — would  be 
affected  by  the  Union,  and  how  greatly  their  satisfactory  settlement  would 
be  facilitated  by  it.  We  explained  the  reasons  that  existed  for  obtaining  the 
assent  of  all  the  Colonies  to  the  Union  at  an  early  date,  and  the  promise  to 
which  the  Government  of  Canada  stood  pledged  to  proceed  without  delay 
with  Constitutional  reforms  for  Canada  alone,  in  the  event  of  the  larger  mea- 
sure failing  to  be  obtained.  We  received  at  once  from  the  membera  of  the 
Imperial  Cabinet  assurances  of  their  hearty  approval  of  the  Confederatioq 
scheme,  and  of  their  anxious  desire  to  promote  its  early  accomplishment, 
by  all  the  legitimate  influence  of  the  Imperial  Government.  In  the  discus- 
sion of  the  means  to  be  adopted  for  effecting  Confederation,  we  trust  it  is 
unnecessary  to  assure  Your  Excellency  that  the  idea  of  coercing  the  Mari- 
time Provinces  into  the  measure,  was  not  for  a  moment  entertained.  The 
end  sought  was  to  ascertain  in  what  manner  the  question  of  Union  in  all 
its  bearings,  could  be  best  brought  under  the  full  and  fair  consideration  of 
our  fellow  Colonists,  and  the  grave  responsibility  urged  upon  them,  which 
they  would  assume  by  thwarting  a  measure  so  pregnant  with  future 
prosperity  to  British  America,  so  anxiously  desired  by  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  to  be  affected  by  it,  and  which  had  been  received  with  such 
maned  satisfaction  by  our  fellow  subjects  throughout  the  British  Empire. 
We  received  assUi-ances  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  adopt  every 
legitimate  means  for  securing  the  early  assent  of  the  Maritime  Provinces 


' 


to  the  Union.  In  the  course  of  these  discussions,  the  question  of  the  In- 
tercolonial Railway  came  up  as  a  necessary  accompaniment  of  Confede- 
ration, when  we  sought  and  obtained  a  renewal  of  the  promised  Imperial 
guarantee  of  a  loan  for  the  construction  of  that  work. 

The  important  question  of  the  future  military  relations  between  the 
Mother  Country  and  Canada  received  earnest  and  grave  consideration. 
Before  entering  on  the  discussion  of  details,  we  referred  to  the  recent  debates 
in  the  Imperial  Parliament  on  the  subject  of  Canadian  Defences,  and 
especially  to  the  assertions  confidently  made  by  certain  members  of  the 
House  oftJommons  that  Canada  was  incapable  of'^utHcient  protection  against 
invasion  from  her  inland  border.  We  explained  the  injury  such  statements 
tended  to  produce,  and  the  necessity  of  our  ascertaining,  as  a  preliminary 
step  to  our  discussions,  whether  or  not  they  were  well  founded.  We  asked 
that  a  Report  on  the  whole  pubject  of  the  defence  of  Canada,  with  plans  and 
estimates,  might  be  obtained  from  the  highest  Military  and  Naval  authori- 
ties of  Great  Dritain.  Such  a  Report  was  obtained  and  communicated  to  us 
confidentially — and  we  rejoice  to  say  that  it  was  calculated  to  remove  all 
doubt  as  to  the  security  of  our  Country,  so  long  as  the  hearts  of  our  people 
remain  firmly  attached  to  the  British  Flag,  and  the  power  of  England  is 
wielded  in  our  defence. 

On  the  part  of  Canada  we  expressed  the  desire  that  this  plan  for  the 
defence  of  all  parts  of  the  Province  should  be  taken  as  the  basis  of  arrange- 
ment ;  and  that  a  full  and  candid  discussion  should  be  had  as  to  the  share 
of  the  cost  that  ought  to  be  borne  respectively  by  the  Imperial  and  Pro- 
vincial Exchequers.  We  expressed  the  earnest  wish  of  the  people  of 
Canada  to  perpetuate  the  happy  existing  connection  with  Great  Britain,  and 
their  entire  willingness  to  contribute  to  the  defence  of  the  Empire  their  full 
quota,  according  to  their  ability,  of  men  and  money.  But  we  pointed  out 
that  if  war  should  ever  unhappily  arise  between  England  and  the  United 
States,  it  could  only  be  an  Imperial  war,  on  Imperial  grounds — that  our 
Country  alone  would  be  exposed  to  the  horrors  of  invasion — and  that 
our  exposed  position  far  from  entailing  on  us  unusual  burdens, 
should  on  the  contrary  secure  for  us  the  special  and  generous  con- 
sideration of  the  Imperial  Government.  We  explained,  moreover,  that 
though  Canada  continued  to  progress  steadily  and  rapidly,  it  was  a  vast 
country,  sparsely  populated — that  the  difficulties  of  first  settlement  were 
hardly  yet  overcome — that  the  profits  of  our  annual  industry  were  to  be 
found  not  in  floating  wealth,  but  in  the  increased  value  of  our  farms  and 
mines — and  that,  at  this  moment  especially,  from  the  failure  of  successive 
crops,  the  effects  of  the  American  civil  war  on  our  commercial  relations, 
and  the  feeling  of  insecurity  as  to  our  position,  (greatly  aggravated  by 
statements  of  the  defencelessness  of  the  country  in  the  British  Parliament 
and  by  portions  of  the  British  Press) — Canada  was  labouring  under  a  tem- 
porary but  serious  depression.  We  pointed  out  that,  while  fully  recogni-  > 
zing  the  necessity  and  prepared  to  provide  for  such  a  system  of  defence  as 
would  restore  confidence  in  our  future  at  home  and  abroad,  the  best 
ultimate  defence  for  British  America  was  to  be  found  in  the  increase  of 
her  population  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  the  husbanding  of  our  resources 
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to  that  end ;  and  without  claiming  it  as  a  right,  we  ventured  to  suggest 
that  by  enabling  us  to  throw  open  the  north-western  territories  to  free  settle- 
ment, and  by  aiding  us  in  enlarging  our  canals  and  prosecuting  internal 
productive  works,  and  by  promoting  an  extensive  plan  of  emigration  from 
Europe  into  the  unsettled  portions  of  our  domain — permanent  security 
would  bo  more  quickly  and  surely  and  economically  secured  than  by 
any  other  means.  Wo  did  not  fail  to  point  out  how  this  might  be  done 
without  co8t  or  risk  to  the  British  Exchequer,  and  how  greatly  it  would 
lighten  the  new  burden  of  defence  proposed  to  be  assumed  at  a  moment  of 
depression  by  the  people  of  Canada. 

Much  discussion  ensued  on  all  these  points,  and  the  result  arrived  at 
was  that  if  the  people  of  Canada  undertook  the  works  of  defence  at  and 
west  of  Montreal,  and  agreed  to  expend  in  training  their  militia,  until  the 
union  of  ull  the  Provinces  was  determined,  a  sum  not  less  than  is  now  ex 
pended  annually  for  that  service,  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  com- 
plete the  fortifications  at  Quebec,  provide  the  whole  armament  for  all  the 
works,  guarantee  a  loan  for  the  sum  necessary  to  con^«truet  the  works 
undertaken  by  Canada,  and  in  the  event  of  war  undertake  the  defence  of 
every  portion  of  Canada  with  all  the  resources  of  the  Empire. 

The  question  having  arisen  as  to  the  time  and  order  in  which  these 
propositions  should  be  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Imperial  and  Pro- 
vincial Legislatures,  it  appeared  that  no  action  could  be  taken  upon  them 
during  the  present  year ;  and  it  was  therefore  deemed  inexpedient  to  com- 
plicate the  confederation  question  by  changing  the  basis  of  the  Quebec 
conference  resolutions,  which  might  result  from  the  present  adoption  of 
these  proposition^^.  The  further  consideration  of  the  defensive  works  was 
accordingly  deferred  for  the  action  of  the  Government  and  l4egislature  of 
the  proposed  British  North  American  Ccmfederation — but  the  assiurance  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  was  at  the  same  time  given,  that  if  circum- 
stances arose  to  render  an  application  expedient  by  Canada  alone  for  the 
immediate  prosecution  of  the  works  of  defence,  such  application  would  be 
received  in  the  most  friendly  spirit. 

On  the  subject  of  the  American  Reciprocity  Treaty  we  cLiered  into 
full  explanations  with  the  Imperial  Ministers.  We  explained  how  advan- 
tageously the  Tr3aty  had  worked  for  Canada,  and  the  desire  of  ottr 
people  for  its  renewal  ;  but  we  showed  at  the  same  time  how  much 
more  advantageously  it  had  operated  .  for  American  interests — and  wo 
expressed  our  inability  to  believe  that  the  United  States  Government 
seriously  contemplater^  the  abolition  of  an  arrangement  by  which  they  had 
so  greatly  increased  their  foreign  commerce,  secured  a  vast  and  lucrative ' 
caitying  trade,  and  obtained  free  access  to  the  St.  Lawrence  and  to  the 
invaluable  fishing-grounds  of  British  America — and  that  on  the  solie  ground 
that  the  Provinces  had  also  profited  by  the  Treaty.  We  explained  the 
immediate  injury  that  would  result  to  Canadian  interests  from  the  abrogai- 
tion  of  the  Treaty ;  but  we  pointed  out  at  the  same  time  the  new  and  ulti- 
mately more  profitable  channels  into  which  our  foreign  trade  must,  in 
that  evei^t,  be  turned,  and  the  necessity  of  preparing  for  the  change  if 
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indeed  it  was  to  come.  We  aitked  that  the  British  Minister  at  Washington 
might  be  instmcted  to  state  frankly  to  the  Anwrican  Government  the 
detrire  of  the  Canadian  people  for  a  renewal  of  the  Treaty,  and  our 
readiness  to  discuss  and  tavourably  entertain  any  just  propcsitionc  that 
might  b«^  made  for  an  extension  or  modification  of  its  conditions  ;  we 
requested  that  the  views  of  the  American  Government  should  be  obtained 
at  the  earliest  convenient  date — and  that  His  Excellency  Sir  Frederick 
Bruce  should  act  in  concert  with  the  Canadian  Government  in  the  matter. 
The  Imperial  Government  cordially  assented  to  our  suggestions. 

The  important  question  of  opening  up  to  settlement  and  cultivation 
the  vast  British  Territories  on  the  north-west  borders  of  Canada,  next 
obtained  the  attention  of  the  Conference.  Your  Excellency  is  aware  that 
the  desire  of  the  Government  of  Canada  for  a  satisfactory  and  final  adjust* 
ment  of  this  matter  has  been  often  formally  expressed.  In  your  Excel- 
lency's Despatch  of  19th  January,  1864,  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  the 
anxious  desire  ot'the  Canadian  Government  was  communicated  "  for  some 
"  speedy,  inexpensive  and  mutually  satisfactory  olan,"  for  settling  definitely 
"  the  North- Western  boundary  of  Canada,"  and  the  claim  of  Canada  was 
asserted  to  "  all  that  portion  of  <^entral  British  America,  which  can  be 
"  shown  to  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  French  at  the  period  of 
"  the  cession  in  1763." 


I. 
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In  reply  to  this  Despatch,  Mr.  Cardwell,  on  1st  July,  1864,  reque&ted 
to  be  informed  whether  the  Government  of  Canada  was  prepared  to  assist 
in  negociations  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  with  the  view  of  accept- 
ing any  portion  of  the  Territory  now  claimed  by  that  Company,  and  pro- 
vioing  the  means  of  local  administration  therein  ;  and  he  suggested  that 
if  so  prepared  it  would  be  desirable  that  some  person  duly  authorized  to 
communicate  the  views  of  the  Canadian  Government  should  be  sent  to 
England  for  that  purpose.  "'  ^ 

On  the  1 1th  November  1864,  a  minute  of  Council  was  approved  by 
Your  Excellency,  in  raply  to  Mr.  Cardwell's  Despatch.  It  set  forth  that 
the  Government  of  Canada  was  ready  and  anxious  to  co-operate  with  the 
Imperial  Government,  in  securing  the  early  settlement  of  the  Nonh-Wvat 
Territories,  and  the  establishment  of  local  Government  in  its  settled  por- 
tions ;  but  that  in  its  opinion  the  first  step  towards  that  end  was  the  extmc- 
tion  of  all  claim  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  proprietary  rights  in 
the  soil  and  exclusive  rights  of  trade.  It  suggested  that  it  was  for  the  Impe- 
rial Government,  and  not  for  the  Government  of  Canada,  to  assume  the 
duty  of  bringing  to  an  end  a  monopoly  originating  in  an  English  Charter, 
and  exercised  so  long  under  Imperial  sanction  ;  but  that  when  the  nego- 
ciations were  brou[;ht  to  a  close,  the  Government  of  Canada  would  be 
ready  to  arrange  with  the  Imperial  Government  for  the  annexation  to  Ca- 
nada of  such  portions  of  the  Territory  as  might  be  available  for  settlement, 
as  well  as  for  the  opening  up  of  communications  into  the  Territory  and 
providing  means  of  local  administration.  Or  should  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment prefer  to  erect  the  Territory  into  a  Crown  Colony,  the  Canadian 
Government  would  gladly  co-operate  in  the  opening  up  of  communication 
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into  the  Temtory,  and  th  j  settlement  of  the  Country.  The  minute  finally 
suggested  that  the  Hon.  President  of  the  Council  while  in  England 
would  communicate  mo^  fully  to  Mr.  Cardwell  the  views  of  the  Canadian 
Government. 

The  negotiations  thai,  followed  on  this  despatch,  satisfied  us  of  the 
impossibility  of  enforcing  the  end  sought  by  Canada  without  long-pro- 
tracted, vexatious  and  costly  litigation.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
were  in  possession,  and  if  time  were  their  object,  could  protract  the  pro- 
ceedings indefinitely  ;  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  appeared  unwilling 
to  ignore  pretensions  that  had  frequently  received  quasi  recognition  from 
the  Imperial  authorities.  Calling  to  mind,  therefore,  thd  vital  importance 
to  Canada  of  having  that  great  and  fertile  country  opened  up  to  Canadian 
enterprize,  and  the  tide  of  emigration  into  it  directed  through  Canadian  chan- 
nels— remembering  also  the  danger  of  la^-ge  grants  of  land  passing  into 
the  hands  of  mere  moneyed  corporations  and  embarrassing  the  rapid  settle- 
ment of  the  country — and  the  risk  that  the  recent  discoveries  oi  gold  on 
the  Eastern  slope  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  might  throw  into  the  country 
large  masses  of  settlers  unaccustomed  to  British  Institutions — we  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  the  quickest  solution  of  the  question  would  be  the 
best  for  Canada.  We  accordingly  proposed  to  the  Imperial  Ministers  that 
the  whole  British  Territory  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  north  of  the 
American  or  Canadian  lines  should  be  made  over  to  Canada,  subject 
to  such  rig>  as  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  might  be  able  to  establish ; 
and  that  tlie  compensation  to  that  Company  (if  any  were  found  to  be  due) 
should  be  met  by  a  loan  guaranteed  by  Great  Britain.  The  Imperial 
Government  consented  to  this,  and  a  careful  investigation  of  the  case 
satisfies  us  that  the  compensation  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  cannot, 
under  any  circumstances,  be  onerous.  It  is  bat  two  years  smce  the  pre- 
sent Hudson's  Bay  Company  purchased  the  entire  property  of  the  old 
Company;  they  paid  £1,500,000,  for  the  entire  property  and  assets, — in 
which  were  included  a  large  sum  of  cash  on  hand,  large  landed  properties 
in  British  Columbia  and  elsewhere  not  included  in  our  arrange»r.ent,  a  very 
large  claim  against  the  United  States  Government  under  the  Oregon 
Treaty — and  Sliips,  Goods,  Pelts  and  business  premises  in  England  and 
Canada  valued  at  £1,023,569.  The  value  of  the  territorial  rights  of  the 
Company  therefore,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Company  itself,  will  be  easily 
art  wed  at. 

The  results  of  our  communications  with  the  Committee  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  were  placed,  by  Mr.  Cardwell,  in  the  form  of  a 
Despatch  to  Your  Excellency ;  that  document  bears  date  the  17th  June, 
1866,  and  has  already  reached  Your  Excellency's  hands.  It  contains  a 
correct  statement  of  the  result  of  the  conference. 


Although  the  subject  was  not  specially  referred  to  us,  we  did  not  fail 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Colonial  minister  to  the  anomalous  position  of 
Foreigners  who  have  settled  in  Canada  and  become  naturalized  subjects 
under  our  Provincial  Statutes.  Mr.  Cardwell  at  oi.ce  admitied  the  hard- 
ship of  the  case  and  stated  that  it  was  the  desire  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
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ment  to  remedy  it,  and  that  with  that  view  he  bad  referred  the  subject  to 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  CtO'vn  for  their  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  of 
doing  so.  .^ 

It  will  be  gratifying  to  many  devoted  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  through- 
out British  America,  whose  fears  have  been  excited  by  the  language  too 
often  heard  of  t.ate  years  on  the  subject  of  Colonial  Connection,  that  we 
received  from  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  the  assurance  that  the  British 
Government  acknowledge  the  obligation  of  defending  every  portion  of 
Canada  with  all  the  resources  at  its  command. 

Such  in  brief  is  the  outline  of  our  communications  with  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  we  cannot  conclude  this  Report  without  gratefully 
acknowledging  the  distinguished  consideration  extended  to  us  as  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  Canada,  not  only  by  the  Ministers  with  whom  we  were  brought ' 
more  directly  in  contact,  but  by  many  eminent  personages  with  whom 
we  had  the  honour  of  conferring  on  the  objects  of  our  mission.  To  Mr. 
Cardwell  we  are  especially  indebted  for  unremitting  kindness  and  atten- 
tion. We  are  happy  to  believe  that  the  result  of  our  visit  to  England  has 
been  to  inspire  more  just  views  as  to  the  position  and  feelings  of  the  Canadian 
people,  and  to  draw  closer  the  ties  that  have  so  long  and  so  happily 
attached  our  Province  to  the  Mother  Country. 

JOHN  A.  MACDONALD,         ^ 
GEO.  ET.  CARTIER, 
GEO.  BROWN, 
A.  T.  GALT. 

Quebec,  12th  July,  1865. 
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Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  the  Right  Honourable  Edward  Cardwell,  M.P.,  4 
to  Governor  General  Viscount  Monck.  r- 


(No.  95.) 


Downing  Street,  17th  June,  1865. 


My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  several 
conferences  have  been  held  between  the  four  Canadian  Ministers  who  were 
deputed,  under  the  Minute  of  your  Executive  Council  of  March  24th,  to 
proceed  to  England  to  confer  with  Her  Majesty's  Government,  on  the  part 
of  Canada,  ond  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  the  Earl  De  Gr<^y  Mr.  Gladstone, 
ana  myself,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

On  the  first  subject  referred  to  in  the  Minute,  that  of  the  Confederation 
of  the  British  North  American  Provinces,  we  repeated  on  the  part  of  the 


^n  the   snnnnrl .    .  "• 


-"""iry  and  the  L'niteJ  Qfl*       "°"®  »ow  haDniJv  onK  ••'.. ''P^^oension  on 

belief  in  .r^dta-lSf »  wiS'^^^^^  C^ur  .4?^°^  ' 
'Oe  question  oT.he  tL7"""«  "■/  -)«es«o«™X  Ln'""?^-     TheyTaM 

Canad^^GfJe"™™  ^^  "«-  »«  obtained  ^""^  "»S  ^'^ref  ?h''  ^i:' 
2-«i™.„ter;»^,  Pariia.S»t -w,i.  was  proSS^  .ft' 
»<'^e«.,a,„„,,,^  o^s^sh^jjjda^^^^^^ 


\ 


# 


""roence  to 

ition  of  the 
enension  on 
•etween  this 
f  impressed 
ttacfe  onght 
of  Its  own 
part  of  the 
^^"fitig  the 
'e  vote  had 
tne  imme- 
t^espatch  ; 
'ment  had  ' 


^be  desire 
Yi  for  the 
tbeir  full 
wn   that 
'ey    had 
,000,000 
6  'Secre- 
Jntioned 
^ey  said 
'ai  from 
'on  of  a 
'^hoie  of 
a  loan, 
ament. 
urefor 
t  were 
^arJia- 
d  will 
ought 
ut  the 
at  the 
ment 


ison- 
ility* 
one! 
lent ' 
and 
for 
;ial 
to 


thi^  Imperial  Partiameat.  On  the  subject  of  a  N'aval  Force  for  Lake 
Otitkllo,  we  said  that,  apart  from  any  question  of  esppediency,  the  conven- 
tion nubslstin^  between  this  country  and  the  United  States  rendered  it  im- 
pojssible  for  either  nation  to  place  more  than  the  specafied  number  of  armed 
vessels  on  the  Lakes  in  time  of  p<;acie.  ,  !n  case  ot  war  it  would,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  be  the  duty  of  any  Government  in  this  country  to  apply  its  means 
of  Naval  Defence  according  to  the  judgment  it  might  form  upon  the  exigen- 
cies of  each  particular  time,  and  the  Canadian  Ministers  might  be  assured 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  not  permit  itself  to  be  found  in  such 
h  position  as  to  be  unable  to  discharge  its  duty  in  this  respeot.  This  was 
the  only  assurance  the  Canadian  Ministers  could  expect,  or  we  ccmld  give. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  whole  matter,  the  Canadian  Ministers  reverted 
to  the  proposal  which  has  been  mentioned  above,  that  priority  in  point  of 
time  should  be  given  to  the  Confederation  of  the  Provinces.  To  this  we, 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  assented.  In  conformity,  how- 
ever, with  a  wish  strongly  expressed  by  the  Canadian  Ministers,  we  further 
said  that  if,  upon  future  consideration,  the  CanadiEm  Government  should 
desire  to  anticipate  the  Confederation  and  to  propose  that  Canada  should 
execute  the  works,  they  would  doubtless  communicate  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  decision  ;  and  we  trusted  that  after  what  had  passed  iu 
these  conferences  they  would  feel  assured  that  any  such  communication 
would  be  received  by  us  in  the  most  friendly  spirit. 

Cn  the  third  point,  the  Reciprocity  Treaty,  the  Canadian  Ministers 
represented  the  great  importance  to  Canada  of  the  renewal  of  that  treaty, 
and  requested  that  Sir  F.  Bruce  might  be  put  in  communication  with  the 
Government  of  Lord  Monck  upon  the  subject.  We  replied  that  Sir  F. 
Bruce  had  already  received  instructions  to  negotiate  for  a  renewal  of  the 
treaty,  and  to  act  in  concert  with  the  Government  of  Canada. 

On  the  fourth  point,  the  sr  bject  of  the  North-western  Territory,  the 
Canadian  Ministers  desired  that  that  Territory  shonld  be  made  over  to 
Canada,  and  undertook  to  negotiate  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for 
the  termination  of  their  tlgphta,  on  oondition  that  tho  inrfemnitv.  if  any, 
should  be  paid  by  a  loan  to  be  raised  by  Canada  under  the  Imperial  gua- 
rantee. With  the  sanction  of  the  Cabinet,  we  assented  to  this  proposal, 
undertaking  that  if  the  negotiation  should  be  successful  we  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown  being  satisfied  that  the  amount  of  the  indemnity  was  reason- 
able, and  the  security  sufficient,  would  apply  to  the'  Imperial  Parliament 
to  sanction  the  arrangement  and  to  guarantee  the  amount. 

On  the  last  point,  it  seemed  sufficient  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
should  accept  the  assurances  given  by  the  Canadian  Ministers  on  the  part 
of  Canada,  that  that  Province  is  ready  to  devote  all  her  resources  both  in 
men  and  money  lO  the  maintenance  of  her  connexion  with  the  Mother 
Country,  and  shonld  asf^Ure  them  in  return  that  the  Imperial  Government 
fully  acknowledged  the  reciprocal  obligation  of  defesiding  every  portion  of 
the  Eitapire  with  all  the  resources  at  its  command. 
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The  Canadian  Ministers  in  conclnsion  said,  that  thev  hoped  it  would 
be  understood  that  the  present  commanications  did  not  in  any  way  affect 
or  alter  the  correspondence  which  had  already  passed  between  the  Impe- 
rial Gdvemment  and  the  Oovemments  of  the  British  North  American  Pro* 
vinces  on  the  subject  of  the  Intercolonial  Railway.  To  this  we  entirely 
agreed. 


Governor  General 
Viscount  Monck, 
&c.        &c. 


I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)        EDWARD  CARDWELL. 


(»! 


24//I  JuiUj  1865. 


(Copy.)  Downing  Street. 

Canada. 

(No.  103.) 

Ht  Lord, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  Your  Lordship's  information,  a  copy  of 
a  despatch  which  I  have  addressed  to-day  to  the  Lieutenant  Governors  of 
the  Maritime  Provinces. 


I  have,  &c., 
(Signed,)  EDWARD  CARDWELL. 


.  .fU 


Viscount  Monck, 

&o.,       &c.,       &c. 


Mr.  Secretary  CardweU  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Bntnawick. 


(Copy.) 


Sir, 


Downing  Street. 


2m  June  1865. 


I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  copy  of  a  correspondence 
between  Viscount  Monck  and  myself,  on  the  affairs  of  British  North  Ame- 
rica, which  have  lately  formed  the  subject  of  Conferences  between  Her 
Majesty's  (Government,  and  a  deputation  from  the  Canadian  Government. 


III 
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^t  would 
|way  affect 
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|rican  Pro. 

entirely 
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65. 
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copy  of 
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This  correspondence  bavins;  been  presented  to  both  Houses  of  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  by  command  of  Her  Majesty,  I  have  to  direct  you  to 
communicate  it  also  to  the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick,  at  its  next 
meeting. 

You  will  at  the  same  time  express  the  strong  and  deliberate  opinion 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  it  is  an  object  much  to  be  desired,  that 
all  the  British  North  American  Colonies  should  agree  to  unite  in  one  Go- 
vernment. In  the  territorial  extent  of  Canada,  and  in  the  maritime  and 
commercial  enterprise  of  the  Lower  Provinces,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
see  the  elements  of  power  which  only  require  to  be  combined  in  order  to 
secure  for  the  Province  which  shall  possess  thum  all,  a  place  amongst  the 
most  considerable  communities  of  the  world.  In  the  spirit  of  lovalty  to 
the  British  Crown,  of  attachment  to  British  connection,  and  of  love  for 
British  Institutions,  by  which  ail  the  Provinces  are  animated  alike.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  recogn  .e  the  bond  by  which  all  may  be  combined 
under  one  Government.  Sue.  an  union  seems  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  recommend  itself  to  the  Provinces  on  many  grounds  of  moral  and 
material  advantage,  as  giving  a  well  founded  prospect  of  improved  admi- 
nistration and  increased  prosperity.  But  there  is  one  consideration  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  feel  it  more  especially  their  duty  to  press  upon 
the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick.  Looking  to  the  determination  which 
this  country  has  ever  exhibited  to  regard  the  defence  of  the  Colonies  as  a 
matter  of  Imperial  concern,  the  Colonies  must  recognize  a  right  and 
even  acknowledge  an  obligation  incumbent  on  the  Homa  Government 
to  urge  with  earnestness  aud  just  authority  the  measures  which  they 
consider  to  be  most  expedient  on  the  part  of  the  Colonies  with  a  view 
to  their  own  defence.  Nor  can  it  be  doubtful  that  the  Provinces  of 
British  North  America  are  incapable,  when  separated  and  divided  from 
each  other,  of  making  those  just  and  sufficient  preparations  for  national 
defence,  which  would  be  easily  undertaken  by  a  Province  uniting  in  itself 
all  the  population  and  all  the  ressources  of  the  whole. 

I  ani  aware  that  this  project,  so  novel  as  well  as  so  important,  has  not 
been  at  once  accepted  in  New  Brunswick,  with  that  cordiality  which  has 
marked  its  acceptance  by  the  Legislature  of  Canada,  but  Her  Majesty's 
Government  trust  that  after  a  full  and  careful  examination  of  the  subject 
in  all  its  bearings,  the  Maritime  Provmces  will  perceive  the  great  advan- 
tages which  in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  the  proposed 
Union  is  calculated  to  confer  upon  them  all. 

I  have,  &c., 


,-VM*".'V*-«^*-'^-' 


(Signed,)        EDWARD  CARDWELL. 
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